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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the 



Listiniji of Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows without prejudice. No new matter has been added by 
way of these amendments. 
We claim: 

1-6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Currently amended) Apparatus adapted to be disposed within a first client application for 
intercommunicating with a second client application, comprising: 

(a) setup means including predefmition storage means for selectively predefining and storing 
one or more events, one or more interest objects corresponding respectively to the one or 
more events, and one or more functions corresponding respectively to the one or more 
events, said the one or more events including a particular event; 

(b) input means for receiving an input from an operator corresponding to the practice of said 
the particular event by the operator in s^kid the first client application and for presenting 
one or more functions to the operator in response to receipt of another a second event; 
and 

(c) transmission and reception means for: 

(1) receiving an interest object corresponding to the particular event transmitted from 
the second client application via a server to be stored in the predefmition storage 
means and 



application. 



(2) transmitting a set of information associated with said fee particular event stored in 



$aid the predefmition storage means directlv to said the second client application 
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without going through the server when said the particular event is practiced by 

said the first client application in response to $aid the input provided by seA4 tihe 

operator via said the input means. 

8, (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein 3aid tran^naiosion and r e c e ptic tf^ 
means r e c eives- aft - intoro fi t object from - said second client application via a server 
corr e sponding to said particular e v e nt, : 

$aid the setup means including filter and session means, said the filter and session means 
comparing said Ae interest object received by sa*4 tiie transmission and reception means 
with said the one or more interest objects stored in S€ttd the predefinition storage means and 
identifying ^aid the particular event when the received interest object corresponds to one of 
the one or more interest objects stored in flie predefinition storage means, 
said ttie transmission and reception means transmitting information concemiri^ smd die 
particular event stored in seM the predefinition storage means directly to said: the second 
client application without going through the server when said the particular event is 
identified by seAA the filter and session means and saM the particular event is practiced by 
^AA the first client application in response to said the input provided by sai4 the operator via 
said ttie input means. 

9. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the transmission and 
reception means transmits a second interest object corresponding to another the second 
particular event to a the server, said Ae server retransmitting said the interest object to said 
the second client application^ said the second client application transmitting said another 
information conceminpf the second particular event directly to said the first client application 
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without going through the server when a user practices said anoth e r the second particular 

event on the second client application ; 

said the transmission and reception means receiving said anoth e r the second particular evetit 
from $^ ttie second client application. 
10-20. (Cancelled) 

2L (Currently amended) Client application apparatus, comprising: 

storage means for storing a plurality of events, a plurality of functions associated, 

respectively, with the plurality of events^ and a plurality of interest objects 

associated, respectively, with the plurality of events; 
transmission and reception means for; 

transmitting a first set of one or more of the plurality of interest objects to other client 

applications via a server 
receiving a second set of one or more of the plurality of interest objects from other client 

applications via a server: 
transmitting one or more of tfie plurality of events corresponding to the second set of 

interest objects directly to other client applications , without going through a 

server, when a user of the client application practices one or more of the plxirality 

of events; and 

receiving one or more of said the plurality of events^ corresponding to the first set of 

interest objects, sent directly from other client applications when an operator of 
one or more of the other client applications practices one or more of the plurality 
of events and^ tronsmission and r e c e ption m e an s for transmitting on e or me ^e-ef 
s aid the plurality of ovonts directly to other client applications, with out going 
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through a s e rv e r, w b^i- £bU3er of th c^cliontQpplica tion praotic e s on e or mor fe of 

the plurality of events and for rec e iving on e or more of said th e p lurality of events 

$eftt-di rectlv from oth e r cli e nt applications w fe ^ on operator of one or mor e of th e 

other client applications practices on e or mor e of th e piuraUty of e v e nt s e^a^jfef 

transmitting on e or mor e of th e plurality-of k t terest objects to oth e r cli ^ 

ap pli cations via a server and for r e c e iving on e or mor e of th e plo f^ k v of interest 

obj e cts from oth e r cli e nt applic a tiens via a server : and 

input means for determining how many making a event$-to-be-transmitte d selection for 

which of ttie plurality of events stored in seid tiie storage means will be . 

transmitted to S£ttd the other client applications and d e termining how many for 

making a events-to-be'received selection for which of said the plurality of events 

stored in said die storage means v^U be received from said tihe other client 

applications and generating a signal in response thereto representative of a 

number of said the e v e nts that con b e tronsmia e d to or r e c ei ved from other ch e nt 

applications events-to-be-transmitted selection and of the cvents-to-be-received 

selection ; and 

said transmission and r e c e ption m e ans transH ritting- said number of said ev e nts stored on 
said storage means to other client applications wh e n a ua e r of aaid client 
application practic e s aaid numb e r of said events or receiving said numb e r of said 
e v e n t s - fro m said other client applications wh e n an operator of said other client 
applications practic e said numb e r of said e v e nts ofl QCcordanco with said signal 
from input moons, wherein the transmission and reception means is responsive to 
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the signal from the input means to transmit the event$-to-be-tran$mitted selection 

of events and to receive the events-to-be-received selection of events. 

22. (Currently amended) The client application apparatus of claim 21, wherein sai4 tiie client 

application apparatus comprises a v^^orkstation based system including a display 
screen and wherein said the input means comprises: 

a visual display on s^dd the display screen, the visual display including an open state 
status icon means for generating an open state status signal when said the open state 
status icon means is clicked on by an operator, said the open state status signal 
indicating that all of said the plurality of events stored in said the storage means can 
be transmitted by said transmission and reception means to said the other client 
applications or can be received in s^ the transmission and reception means from 
said other client applications when sei4 tfie open state status icon means is clicked on 
by an the operator. 

23. (Currently amended) The client application apparatus of claim 21, wherein said the client 

application apparatus comprises a workstation based system including a display 
screen and wherein said the input means comprises: 

a visual display on ttie display screen, the visual display including a closed state 
status icon means for generating a closed state status signal when Sctid the closed 
state status icon means is clicked on by an operator, said the closed state status signal 
indicating that none of said the plurality of events stored in said the storage means 
can be transmitted by said transmission and reception means to said tiie other client 
applications or can be received in said the transmission and reception means from 
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said other client applications when said the closed state status icon means is clicked 
on by 8ft the operator, 

24. (Currently amended) The client application apparatus of claim 21 , wherein smd tfie client 

application apparatus comprises a workstation based system including a display 
screen and wherein said tihyg input means comprises: 

a visual display on said flie display screen, the visual display including an event filter 
icon means for generating a subwindo w on said the display screen when smd the 
event filter icon means is clicked on by an operator, the subwindow including-said 
the plurality of events, said ttie subwindow adapted to receive an input from an the 
operator, said the subwindow generating signals in response to the input from the 
operator indicating the cvcnts-to-bc-transmitted selection and the events-to-be- 
received selection, the id e ntity of sp e cific ones of s ai d - plurality of events stored in 
said storage moans that will bo transmitted by said tranamission and rec e ption 
m e ons to said oth e r cli e nt applications or will b e r e c e iv e d ii t-s aid transmission and 
reeep tion - moons from said client applications . 

25. (Currently amended) A workstation based system comprising: 
a display screen for displaying one or more windows; 

one or more a plurality of client applications for presenting said the one or more windows on 
said tiie display screen for viewing by an operator, each of said the one or mor e client 
applications including; 

icon generating means for generating an icon in the window on said the display 
screen of said each said client application, said die icon being operative responsive 
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to an input provid e d to said icon a signal generated by said op e rator foj ^ ^crating a 

$igaal in response to input from said tiie operator; 



Storage means for storing a plurality of events and a corresponding plurality of 
functions and a correspondir^ plurality of interest objects; 

transmission and reception means for receiving one or more of the interest objects 
from o ther of s a id one or more of the other client applications via a server ; 
comparison means responsive to said the input signal from the icon for 
comparing the one or more interest objects received in said tfie transmission and 
receptions means with $aid the plurality of interest objects stored in said tfie storage 
means and identifying one or more events stored in said the storage means when the 
one or more interest objects received in said tiie transmission and reception means 
corresponds to one or more of the plurality of interest objects storage in said the 
storage means; 

$aid &e comparison means selecting some or all or none of said the one or more 
events stored in ttie storage means, identified by said the comparison means, in 
response to $aid the input signal from ssii tt^ icon; and 

framework means responsive to the selection of said the some or all or none of the . 
said the one or more events by said ttie comparison, means for transmitting said tfie 
some or all or none of said the one or more events from said e ach of said on e or 
fflOFe the client applications application directly to said ^ other of said one or more 
client applications, without goinp through the server . 
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26. (Currently amended) The workstation based system of 25, wherein said the icon generating 

means generates an open state status icon, $aid the comparison means selecting all of said 
the one or more events stored in said the storage means, said the framework means 
transmitting all of said the one or more events to said ttie other of said on e or m eye client 
applications- 

27. (Currently amended) The workstation based system of 25, wherein said the icon generating 

means generates a closed state status icon, said the comparison means selecting none of 
said the one or more events stored in said the storage means, said the framework means 
transmitting none of said the one or more events to said the other of said on e or mor e 
client applications. 

28. (Currently amended) The workstation based system of 25, wherein said the icon generating 

means generates an event filter icon, said the comparison means selecting either some or 
all of said the one or more events stored in said the storage means, Stod the framework 
means transmitting som e or all the selected of s aid on e o r m eye events to said the other ef 
said ono or more client applications. 
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